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The first cases, taking the outbreak as from the 18th March, were amongst
the labourers who came from the mines.
We should very much like to know where the information, that rice
was being imported from Bombay, comes from. As a rule, rice is not
imported from Bombay but from Calcutta, and, even when it does come
from Bombay, the bags are made up in Calcutta. It is a serious reflec-
tion upon the Indian Government to state that no special precautions
are taken at Bombay to prevent the export of probably and possibly in-
fected rice. Those who know anything of Indian travelling know that
precautions taken at Bombay are very severe/ Therefore, all the material
premises leading to the conclusion that Dr. Pakes has arrived at are not,
in our opinion, capable of being proved. How is it, again, that Johan-
nesburg had remained free from the plague in spite of rice having been
imported by Indians before also ? For it is not to be contended that
rice was for the first time introduced into Johannesburg in 1904. What
the real cause of the epidemic was will probably never be known, but
so long as it is not found, so long will measures to prevent an outbreak
fail. We do not suggest that there will be a recurrence in Johannesburg,
for the plague epidemic, in an altitude so high as that of Johannesburg,
is hardly possible, except under the most aggravating circumstances. In
spite of his usual fairness, we fear that Dr. Pakes has failed to do justice
in entirely ignoring the Herculean efforts that were made by the Indian
community to prevent an outbreak of plague by placing at the disposal
of the authorities all the information of suspected cases, as also warning
them of the state of the Location after it passed into the hands of the
Municipality. We feel that Dr. Pakes has shirked the real issue by giving
extracts from the evidence of Dr. Porter before the Insanitary Area Com-
mission in his work as to the then state of the Indian Location. The
measures that were taken to eradicate the outbreak are all accurately
described in the report in question, and they reflect very high credit on
the worthy Doctor and his assistants. The manner in which the Location
and the Johannesburg Market were dealt with was worthy of very high
praise, and it was no doubt due to the energetic action taken by
Dr. Pakes and his able assistant, Dr. Mackenzie, that the disease was so
promptly stamped out.
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128.   A CORRECTION
The Potchefstroom Budget has noticed our remarks on Lord Selborne's
speech wherein His Excellency has promised in his official capacity that
no Indians except those who were here before the war will be admitted
into the Transvaal until the introduction of representative government.
Our contemporary says :
This is a new phase of the   'grievances', and is evidently the initiation of
a policy which will do much to alienate the sympathy that has been extended